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Work of Art: The Telling and the Told
Form
The Telling and the Told art by David McGee exhibited at the Museum of African American Culture in Houston demonstrates different elements and principles of art. Some of the elements used in this painting include organic shape, color, value, and texture. The color has been used to add value and intensity to the paint. The value of the paint is that the brown and white colors in the paint have been used to create an illusion of the human body. The texture of the paint gives its quality. The principles of the painting include balance, unity, and emphasis. The paint has utilized the principle of asymmetrical balance whereby the two paints, the woman and the dog have been created stably in the paint. The principle of unity has been achieved in the paint since all the components of the artwork are harmonious because they are well completed. The last principle achieved by art is the emphasis. The center of interest of the paint is achieved clearly and vividly.     
Content
The paint showcases a nude woman holding one of her breasts. The paint seems to be uncomfortable to view in the first time. However, getting to understand the meaning and the reason for the paint comforts the viewer. The Telling and the Told portrays an “image-obsessed world.” The renowned artist David McGee uses this image to try to remind people that concealment does not solve some of the problems in the society. For instance, even if the women are advised to conceal their nudity like keeping away their breast, those things do not solve problems like sexual harassment. Women still get to be victims of circumstances like harassment, abuse or violation. 
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Image 1: The Telling and the Told by David McGee (Source: Google)
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